
EXCERPTS FROM WILLIAM BRADFORD’S JOURNAL: 
“Of Plymouth Plantation” 

 
 
Their Safe Arrival at Cape Cod 
But to omit other things (that I may be brief) after long beating at sea they fell 
with that land which is called Cape Cod; the which being made and certainly 
known to be it, they1were not a little joyful…  
  
Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought safe to land, they fell upon 
their knees and blessed the God of Heaven who had brought them over the vast 
and furious ocean, and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, 
again to set their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper element… 
 
But here I cannot but stay and make a pause, and stand half amazed at this 
poor people's present condition; and so I think will the reader, too, when he 
well considers the same. Being thus passed the vast ocean, and a sea of 
troubles before in their preparation (as may be remembered by that which went 
before), they had now no friends to welcome them nor inns to entertain or 
refresh their weatherbeaten bodies; no houses or much less town to repair to, to 
seek for succor.2 It is recorded in Scripture as a mercy to the Apostle and his 
shipwrecked company, that the barbarians showed them no small kindness in 
refreshing them,3 but these savage barbarians, when they met with them (as 
after will appear) were readier to fill their sides full of arrows than otherwise. 
And for the season it was winter, and they that know the winters of that 
country know them to be sharp and violent, and subject-to cruel and fierce 
storms, dangerous to travel to known places, much more to search an unknown 
coast. Besides, what could they see but a hideous and desolate wilderness, fall 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!they: Bradford refers to the Pilgrims in the third person, even though he is one of them 
!
2!!succor:!help;!relief!
!
3!It(is….refreshing(them:!reference!to!biblical!account!of!the!courteous!reception!of!
the!Apostle!Paul!and!companions!by!the!inhabitants!of!Malta!(Acts!27:41—28:2!



of wild beasts and wild men—and what multitudes there might be of them they 
knew not. Neither could they, as it were, go up to the top of Pisgah4 to view 
from this wilderness a more goodly country to feed their hopes; for which way 
soever they turned their eyes (save upward to the heavens) they could have 
little solace or content in respect of any outward objects. For summer being 
done, all things stand upon them with a weatherbeaten face, and the whole 
country, full of woods and thickets, represented a wild and savage hue. If they 
looked behind them, there was the mighty ocean which they had passed and 
was now as a main bar and gulf to separate them from all the civil parts of the 
world. 
 

THE FIRST ENCOUNTER 
Being thus arrived at Cape Cod the 11th of November, and necessity calling 
them to look out a place for habitation (as well as the master's and mariner's 
importunity); they having brought a large shallop5 with them out of England, 
stowed in quarters in the ship, they now got her out and set their carpenters to 
work to trim her up; but being much bruised and shattered in the ship with foul 
weather, they saw she would be long in mending. 
 
After this, the shallop being got ready, they set out again for the better discovery 
of this place, and the master of the ship desired to go himself. So there went 
some thirty men but found it to be no harbor for ships but only for boats. There 
was also found two of the Indians’ houses covered with mats, and sundry of their 
implements in them, but the people were run away and could not be seen. Also 
there was found more of their corn and of their beans of various colors; the corn 
and beans they brought away, purposing to give the Indians full satisfaction 
when they should meet with any of them as, about some six months afterward 
they did, to their good content.6 

And here is to be noted a special providence of God, and a great mercy to this 
poor people, that here they got seed to plant them corn the next year, or else they 
might have starved, for they had none nor any likelihood to get any till the 
season had been past, as the sequel did manifest. Neither is it likely they had had 
this, if the first voyage had not been made, for the ground was now all covered 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4!Pigsah:!the!mountain!from!whose!peak!Moses!saw!the!Promised!Land!
(Deuteronomy!34:!1E4)!
5!shallop:(open!boat!used!in!shallow!waters!
6!purposing…content:(intending!to!repay!the!Nauset!Indians!whose!corn!and!beans!
they!took,!as!they!in!fact!did,!to!the!Indians’!satisfaction,!six!months!later.!


